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“The definitive argument for support is 

rooted in the unique benefit of an Oxford 

education at Christ Church. Its worth is 

understood by those who have been at the 

House and it is something to be preserved, 

without devaluation, for graduates and 

undergraduates now and in the future.” 
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This publication is the third edition of a regular supplement accompanying the 
Michaelmas Christ Church Matters. It will report on issues surrounding the size 
and direction of the House’s development programme. It is intended to keep 
Members informed of such matters including fundraising and other income-
earning activities, to which so many contribute; but to offer it as a separate 
publication from the main body of news and debate.

The In perpetuity document has been the blueprint for development over the last 
five years (and is now in the process of a re-write). It has uniquely focussed on 
delivering permanent solutions, primarily through endowment. The emphasis 
has shifted away from single, project-led campaigns towards an understanding of 
the financial requirements of the House as a whole, bridging the funding gap to 
deliver a gold standard experience in perpetuity.
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R
esults 2013-14

Headline figures 2013-14
Fundraising was well supported in 2013-14, 
with a total of £4.3 million received in cash and 
pledges. 

Endowment gifts continue to make up the 
larger part of the total, which has been a feature 
of the In perpetuity plan. Very major gifts during 
the year included £0.5 million from Nick and 
Sarah Nops to endow the Sub Organist at the 
Cathedral and £310,000 from the Southdown 
Trust (The late John Wyatt (1957)).

The cumulative figures now show that the 
amount given since 2007 is still well ahead of 
the straight line target of £65 million by 2023, as 
presented in the original document.

Board of Benefactors gifts counted 23 
new Members (see right), bringing the total to 
287. There were also eleven Board Members who 
repeated or increased their contribution to the 
House in 2014.

Smaller gifts have shown an encouraging 
increase over the previous four years, reflecting, 
in part, the growing success of the gaudy year 
telephone campaign format, as it becomes more 
widely recognised and understood.
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As before, the bite-sized endowment approach 
continues to be our fundraising focus, with 
particular emphasis on tutorial posts and 
bursary support.

TUTORIAL POSTS

The cumulative totals of the various tutorial posts 
(below), has been updated for the last financial 
year. A sum of £1.2 million will fully endow a 
CUF post (higher number of tutorial hours per 
week) compared to £600,000 for a UL.

A recent legacy gift from Philip Cox (1938), 
to support environmental science, has made a 
substantial contribution towards the House’s 
second geography post, covering the research 
work of Simon Dadson (physical geography). 
Both this and Judy Pallot’s post are now 2/3rds 
endowed, as is the Paul Kent Tutorial Fund. 
The exceptional generosity of Oliver Evans (1995) 

Support for House bursaries has continued, both 
through endowment gifts and the annual gaudy 
year telephone campaign (see Section 5). Most 
notably, the fund set up in memory of Chris Elliss 
(1981), and supported by so many of his 
contemporaries has, by the end of year, reached 
just over £200,000, and is therefore within a 
distance of achieving its target of £250,000.   

BURSARY SUPPORT 

This money, though available to support any student 
in need, will focus on those who also offer a wider 
contribution to college life, through sport and other 
activities. The total bursary endowment, excluding 
the £6 million gift from Alex Beard towards our 
share of the Oxford Bursary Scheme, now stands at 
£1.9 million from a total of £2.75 targeted to meet 
all current needs for student support. 

and his wife Chandler, supported by a number 
of other classicists has made the full endowment 
of a second Classics post an attainable target. 
On the other side, the loss of at least one of 
the three English posts has left a major funding 
requirement in that subject.

Tutorial posts and bursaries3
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Tutorial Endowment Funds

 Fund Description  Total   
Charles Stuart Memorial Fund (CUF) £1,202,427.86

Classics Posts Endowment Fund (CUF) £2,126,745.92

Economics Tutorial Endowment £100,000.00

English Posts Endowment Fund (CUF) £130,282.75

Geography Posts Endowment Fund £407,821.66

Law Posts Endowment Fund (CUF) £537,664.55

Modern Languages Tutorial Endowment (CUF) £21,840.00

Music Posts Endowment Fund (CUF) £1,217,918.16

Paul Kent Chemistry Tutorship (UL) £423,888.51

Philosophy Tutorial Endowment Fund (CUF)  £1,200,000.00

Physical Geography Tuition Fund (UL)  £500,000.00

PPE Tutorial Support Fund (CUF)  £1,440,193.84

General Tutorial Endowment  £112,937.57
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The Jubilee Bridge was opened on 20 June, 
thanks to the great support of geographers 
Martin Alderson-Smith and Christopher 
Ainsley (both 1971) who have covered the cost 
of its construction and, through endowment, 

its regular maintenance. A commemorative 
plaque will be put up when the renovation 
of the sports grounds is completed and the 
bridge is then available to provide access.

THE JUBILEE BRIDGE

BOAT CLUB RESTORATION AND ENDOWMENT

The Boat Club Endowment Fund has made 
progress towards the £1.5 million target to 
celebrate its bicentenary in 2017 and offer 
a promise for the next 200 years. It aims 
for a ring-fenced annual income which will 
fully cover the boatman, coaching, travel and 

maintenance of the boathouse and equipment. 
The offer of a £ for £ matching gift from Alex 
Beard (1985) up to a total value of £800,000, 
has given this project a major boost and will 
hopefully encourage past and present members 
to support it generously.  
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DISBURSEMENT COMMITTEE

THE CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
MUSIC TRUST

The Cathedral Music Trust was launched 
on March 4th 2014 at St James’s Palace and 
attended by Her Majesty the Queen. To date 
it has raised £1.3 million of the £9.5 million 
necessary to cover the cost of the Choir and 
enhance the scholarship levels of Cathedral 
school choristers. The Music Trust is supported 
by its own literature (available from the 
Development Office) and offers opportunities, 
individually or collectively, to endow choristers, 
music and choral scholars, lay clerks, tours and 
recordings. It also aims to install a cathedral 
choir music library at a total cost of £190,000.

The Disbursement Committee seeks to allocate 
up to £100,000 annually amongst different 
parts of the House, to assist worthy projects not 
included in the current budget. Allocations to 
date for this year are:

 Amount Beneficiary Content

 £30,000 Boat Club Rowing shell, new blades and rowing machines.

 £10,000 Current students  Renovation of Lecture Theatre 2
  and conferences 

 £3,000 JCR Speakers for the JCR

 £23,000 Library Digitisation project, digitisation of Lewis Carroll items,
   new inventory wand for the Library.

 £4,250 Archives The Loggan engraving of Tom Tower

Disbursement committee allocations
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For the sixth consecutive year, the House’s 
telephone campaign in January 2015 will be 
contacting Members who had their gaudy in in 
the previous year, or were participating in another 
House reunion. The 2014 Campaign raised an 
impressive £210,000 in smaller gifts, primarily 
towards bursary and hardship support. This was 
particularly encouraging as it was supported by 58% 
of those who were contacted.

With an internal bursary requirement of 
approximately £90,000 per annum, any sums 
raised in excess of that figure will be capitalised, 
adding to the total bursary endowment and  
targeting a total of £2.75 million to cover the 
current level of commitment.

Results to date, including participation (% and 
rank order) and total sums raised are updated in 

5

Increasing participation
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The Gaudy Year Telephone Campaign
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 Telephone  Gaudy  Matriculation  Participation  Total
 Campaign Date  Date  Years  % age and (rank order) Raised
    
   1994 32%  (26)
   1995 54% (12)
   1996 45% (=20)
 
   1972 48% (17)
   1973 40% (=24)
   1974 42% (22)
   1975 43% (=21)
    1997 25% (27)
   1998 61%  (=7)
   1999 46% (19)
 
   1950 67%  (=2)
   1951 60%  (=8)
   1952 45% (=20)
   1953 63%  (=6)
   1954 36% (25)
   1955 63%  (=6)
   1977 52% (=14)
   1978 58% (10)
   1979 45% (=20)
   1980 50% (15)
   1981 43% (=21)
 
    1961 43% (=21)
   1962 63%  (=6)
   1963 55% (=11)
   1964 63%  (=6)
   1965 53% (13)
   1956 40% (=24)
   1957 49% (16)
   1958 60% (8)
   1959 59% (9)
   1960 66%  (3)
 
   1972 78% (1)
   1973 47% (=18)
   1974 52% (=14)
   1975 65% (4)
   1976 41% (23)
 
   1966 55% (=11)
   1967 55% (=11)
   1968 47% (=18)
   1969 64% (5)
   1970 61% (=7)
   1971 67% (=2)
 

Gaudy Telephone Campaign results (2010-2014)

Autumn 2009January 2010

January 2011

January 2012

January 2013

January 2014

Summer 2010

Autumn 2010

Summer 2011

Autumn 2011

Summer 2012

Summer 2013

Autumn 2012

Autumn 2013

£100,205

£53,233

£15,411

£69,382

£61,848

£64,089

£97,901

£113,491

 

£33,271 



hoped that this programme will continue to 
make contributions towards current students 
and ultimately to build an endowment fund 
that will fully underwrite our commitment to 
supporting students.

TELETHON CAMPAIGN 2015

The 6th Gaudy year Telephone Campaign 
is taking place between the 5th and the 15th 
January 2015, raising funds for bursaries and 
student support at the House. The years 
included are 1982 to 1986, who had their Gaudy 
in June, and 1987-1990, who had theirs in 
October. 

The 2015 team of undergraduates is featured 
here. They have all benefited in some way 
from the generosity of Members of the House, 
and they would be delighted to tell you more 
about the campaign. Our aim is to build up 
an endowment fund which will underwrite 
discretionary bursary spending in perpetuity. 

Thanks to the success of these campaigns, 
which focus on smaller gifts and participation, 
we are already over half way to achieving 
that aim, and we very much look forward to 
reporting on our continued success in future 
issues of Development Matters.
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Forthcoming Gaudies

 Telephone  Gaudy  Matriculation 
 Campaign Date  Date  Years  
     Summer 2014 1982 to 1986
  Autumn 2014 1987 to 1990
  Summer 2015 1991 to 1993
  Autumn 2015 1994 to 1996
  Summer 2016 1997 to 1999
  Autumn 2016 2000 to 2002

January 2015

January 2017

January 2016

the table above, as well as a timetable for future 
gaudies and telethons up until the 2017.

With some years still to participate (and other 
years to be called for the second time), it is 
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Alexandra Rollings
4th Year – Physics

Aurora Dawson‐Hunte
4th Year 

French and Russian

Morag Davies
2nd Year 

History and Politics

Matt Reid
3rd Year – PPE

Louise Revell 
(President of the JCR)

3rd Year – Classics

Ana Bain
2nd Year – Economics 

and Management

Lamorna Ash
2nd Year – English

Kieran Vaghela
2nd Year 

French and Spanish
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Over the centuries schools and colleges have 
developed and flourished as a result of major 
benefactions through legacies. Indeed for many 
institutions it has been a legacy that has created 
the opportunity to establish a foundation in the 
first place. 

Christ Church as an 
institution has been 
profoundly shaped by 
legacies over the years.  
There was Richard 
Gardiner, who left 
money to pay for the 
digging of Mercury so 
that we would never 
suffer the effects of 
a major fire again.  
Richard Busby (left)   
left money in 1695 to 

create the SCR and fund a lectureship.  And 
Matthew Lee left enough for the Anatomy 
School and the Lee Readerships.  The former 
– now called the Lee Building (below) – houses 
part of the SCR, while its lower floor – the 
Undercroft – serves as the college bar.

The library has been a particular beneficiary of 
bequests over the years. There were the men 
who left us their libraries which form the bulk 
of our antiquarian collection: Orrery, Stratford, 
Nicholson, Morris, Wake, Aldrich, and 
Allestree. And more recently Creswick, who left 
us a share of his estate in 1989 which still funds 
most of the library’s book purchases today.

Incentives to academic performance have 
likewise been a consistently popular destination 
for legacies.  Christ Church owes many of its 
exhibitions, which still exist today, to the wills of 
Old Members: Careswell (with his Shropshire 
estates), Lady Holford, Rachel Paul, John 
Morris and Carey to name but a few.

Recently bursary support for undergraduates 
has featured in bequests, both great and small. 
John Wyatt not only ensured that funds in 
the Southdown Trust, which he created, were 
in part passed over to the House, but he left 
a personal legacy too. Other legacy gifts have 
ranged from a few hundred pounds to hundreds 
of thousands. All are gratefully received.

In the UK about 7% of people leave a legacy to 
a charity, with about 12% of graduates including 
their alma mater in their will.  Christ Church 
formed the 1546 Society to recognise the 
generosity of members who have indicated their 
intention to leave a legacy, and to thank them. 
There are currently about 180 members. For 
some Old Members, including Christ Church 
in their wills enables them to make more of a 
difference with their gift than they were able to 
during their lifetimes. 

In 2014, at the annual luncheon for the Society 
(below), held on the Sunday of the alumni 
weekend, 26 members and their guests were 
present; and a number of others have attended 
concerts of the Christ Church Music Society, 
which is also offered as membership benefit.



9

7
C

onclusion

We would also like to thank all those who have supported the 
House in other ways; notably through time, expertise, and 
good will.

Being a member of the House is a lifelong experience and it 
is wonderful that so many are minded to pass on the benefit 
of what they received to those who are here or still to come. 
To everyone who has given, pledged, or is planning a gift or 
bequest to the House, we thank you very much indeed.

marek kwiatkowski, 
Director of Development

A legacy indicates a wish to protect, for 
ever, what we value most. By its nature, the 
benefaction comes at a time when we will no 
longer be there to witness its contribution. Any 
compensation therefore comes in the knowledge 
that it will secure a most worthwhile cause of 
great importance to us. Thus a legacy is not just 
for the next refurbishment or decade; it is to 
endow for ever some part of what we hold most 
dear in the work or fabric of the House.

The 1546 Society looks back to the beginning of 
the Joint Foundation and forward in perpetuity. 

THE BENEFITS OF LEAVING A LEGACY TO THE HOUSE

Estates valued below £325,000 are exempt from inheritance tax.  
Above that level assets are taxed at 40%.  However, gifts to registered 
UK charities, such as Christ Church, are exempt from Inheritance Tax 
and Capital Gains Tax. Additionally, since 2012, if you leave 10% or 
more of your estate to a charity the tax on the remainder of the estate 
is reduced to 36%.  Thus a gift from you to Christ Church can reduce 
the amount of tax payable out of your estate.

The US has particular regulations for bequests and Planned Giving, 
and many other countries offer tax relief on gifts to the House, because 
of its charitable status. 
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Further information is available from the Development Office. Email: development.office@chch.ox.ac.uk
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